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must be removed from the vessel’s
equipment and repaired. If it is beyond
repair it must be destroyed in the pres-
ence of the Coast Guard inspector.

(d) Bach lifeboat winch electrical
control apparatus is opened and in-
spected.

(e) Where gravity davits are in-
stalled, it must be demonstrated that
the lifeboat can be swung out and low-
ered from any stopped position by
merely releasing the brake on the life-
boat winch. The use of force to start
the davits or the lifeboat winch is not
permitted.

(f) Inflatable liferaft containers are
examined for defects and the inspector
verifies that the inflatable liferafts and
hydraulic releases, if installed, have
been serviced at an approved facility in
accordance with the provisions of sub-
parts 160.051 and 160.062, respectively,
of this chapter.

(g) All other items of lifesaving
equipment are examined to determine
that they are in suitable condition.

[CGD 83-005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by USCG-1999-4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000]
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(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation and periodic inspection and at
such other times as considered nec-
essary all fire-extinguishing equipment
is inspected to ensure it is in suitable
condition. Tests may be necessary to
determine the condition of the equip-
ment. The inspector verifies that the
tests and inspections required in Ta-
bles 169.247 (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this sub-
chapter have been conducted by a
qualified servicing facility at least
once every twelve months.

(1) Hand portable fire extinguishers

Firefighting equipment.
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systems are examined for excessive
corrosion and general condition.

(2) All parts of the fixed fire-extin-
guishing systems are examined for ex-
cessive corrosion and general condi-
tion.

(3) Piping, controls, valves, and
alarms on all fire-extinguishing sys-
tems are checked to be certain the sys-
tem is in operating condition.

(4) The fire main system is operated
and the pressure checked at the most
remote and highest outlets.

(5) Each firehose is subjected to a
test pressure equivalent to its max-
imum service pressure.

TABLE 169.247(a)(1)—PORTABLE
EXTINGUISHERS

Type unit Test

Foam ... Discharge. Clean hose and inside of
extinguisher thoroughly. Recharge.

Carbon dioxide .......... Weigh cylinders. Recharge if weight
loss exceeds 10 pct of weight of
charge. Inspect hose and nozzle
to be sure they are clear.

Examine pressure cartridge and re-
place if end is punctured or if car-
tridge is otherwise determined to
have leaked or to be in unsuitable
condition. Inspect hose and nozzle
to see they are clear. Insert
charged cartridge. Be sure dry
chemical is free-flowing (not
caked) and chamber contains full
charge.

See that pressure gage is in oper-
ating range. If not, or if seal is bro-
ken, weigh or otherwise determine
that full charge of dry chemical is
in extinguisher. Recharge if pres-
sure is low or if dry chemical is
needed.

See that pressure gage, if provided,
is in operating range. Recharge if
pressure is low. Weigh cylinder.
Recharge if weight loss exceeds
10 pct of weight of charge. Inspect
hose and nozzle to ensure they

Dry chemical (car-
tridge-operated
type).

Dry chemical (stored
pressure).

HALON 1211 or
HALON 1301).

and semi-portable fire extinguishing are clear.
TABLE 169.247(a)(2)—FIXED SYSTEMS
Type system Test
Carbon dioxide ........... Weigh cylinders. Recharge cylinder if weight loss exceeds 10 percent of the weight of the charge. Test

and 147.65.
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time delays, alarms, and ventilation shutdowns with carbon dioxide, nitrogen, or other nonflammable
gas as stated in the system manufacturer’s instruction manual. Inspect hoses for damage or decay.
Ensure that nozzles are unobstructed. Cylinders must be tested and marked, and all flexible connec-
tions on fixed carbon dioxide systems must be tested or renewed, as required by 46 CFR 147.60



§169.249
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TABLE 169.247(a)(2)—FIXED SYSTEMS—Continued

Type system

Test

Halon 1301 or
halocarbon.

the Coast Guard inspector.
Inert gas ...

Water mist

Recharge or replace if weight loss exceeds 5 percent of the weight of the charge or if cylinder has a
pressure gauge, recharge cylinder if pressure loss exceeds 10 percent, adjusted for temperature.
Test time delays, alarms, and ventilation shutdowns with carbon dioxide, nitrogen, or other nonflam-
mable gas as stated in the system manufacturer's instruction manual. Inspect hoses for damage or
decay. Ensure that nozzles are unobstructed. Cylinders must be tested and marked, and all flexible
connections to Halon 1301 and halocarbon cylinders must be tested or renewed, as required by 46
CFR 147.60 and 147.65 or 147.67. Note that Halon 1301 system approvals have expired, but that
existing systems may be retained if they are in good and serviceable condition to the satisfaction of

Recharge or replace cylinder if cylinder pressure loss exceeds 5 percent of the specified gauge pres-
sure, adjusted for temperature. Test time delays, alarms, and ventilation shutdowns with carbon diox-
ide, nitrogen, or other nonflammable gas as stated in the system manufacturer’s instruction manual.
Inspect hoses for damage or decay. Ensure that nozzles are unobstructed. Cylinders must be tested
and marked, and all flexible connections on fixed inert extinguishers must be tested or renewed as
required by 46 CFR 147.60 and 147.66.

Maintain system in accordance with the maintenance instructions in the system manufacturer's design,
installation, operation, and maintenance manual.

(b) [Reserved]

[CGD 83-005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by USCG-1999-4976, 656 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000;
USCG-2006-24797, 77 FR 33889, June 7, 2012]

§169.249 Pressure vessels.

Pressure vessels must meet the re-
quirements of part 54 of this chapter.
The inspection procedures for pressure
vessels are contained in subpart 61.10 of
this chapter.

§169.251 Steering apparatus.

At each inspection for certification
and periodic inspection the steering ap-
paratus is inspected and operationally
tested to determine that its condition
is satisfactory and that it is fit for the
service intended.

[CGD 83-005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by USCG-1999-4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000]

§169.253 Miscellaneous
equipment.

systems and

(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation and periodic inspection all
items in the ship’s outfit, such as
ground tackle, navigation lights, com-
pass, etc., which are required to be car-
ried by the regulations in this sub-
chapter are examined and tested as
necessary to determine that they are
fit the service intended.

(b) Approved work vests, where car-
ried, are inspected as provided in
§169.556.

[CGD 83-005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by USCG-1999-4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000]
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§169.255 Sanitary inspection.

At each inspection for certification,
periodic inspection, and annual inspec-
tion quarters, toilet and washing
spaces, galleys, serving pantries, lock-
ers, etc., are examined to determine
that they are serviceable and in a sani-
tary condition.

[CGD 83-005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by USCG-1999-4976, 656 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000]

§169.257 Unsafe practices.

(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation, periodic inspection, annual in-
spection, and at every other vessel in-
spection all observed unsafe practices
and hazardous situations must be cor-
rected.

(b) At each inspection for certifi-
cation, periodic inspection, annual in-
spection, and at every other vessel in-
spection the bilges and other spaces are
examined to see that there is no accu-
mulation of oil or other matter which
might create a fire hazard.

[CGD 83-005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by USCG-1999-4976, 65 FR 6508, Feb. 9, 2000]

§169.259 Limitations of inspections.

The OCMI may require that a vessel
and its equipment meet any test or in-
spection deemed necessary to deter-
mine that they are suitable for the
service in which they are to be em-
ployed.
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